
Advanced Critical Analysis
and Decision Making
What is this course about?
We make countless decisions every day in both our personal
and professional lives, some unconsciously, others considered
at great length. This ten-part evening course will introduce you
to key concepts and theories in critical thinking, particularly
focusing on the development of the critical thinking and
analytical skills required by experienced professionals to make
effective judgements and decisions. 

This course has an emphasis on the exploration of decision
making using critical analysis and using tools/methods to make
decisions particularly in the context of risk, uncertainty,
incomplete or contradictory information, or in the context of
high-pressured or emotional situations.

Who is this course for?
Professionals and leaders who have an interest in developing:
• Analysis and decision making under pressure
• Using critical analysis and decision making tools and methods
• Decision making in the context of uncertainty and

incomplete information
• Understanding the psychology of flawed analysis and

decision making

How will you study?
There are two modes of study available.
• Attendance only, stand-alone evening course. This will cover

core skills and knowledge but will not be assessed.
• Master’s level 20 credit module.  Successful completion of

the assessment will lead to the award of 20 credits at
Master’s level.

Course cost
• Non assessed course £336
• Masters level module £420

Course tutors
Hazel Rumsey teaches at the
University of Chichester on the
BA Social Work and is Course
Leader on the MA Advanced
Professional Practice. She
specialised in child and family and
mental health for 17 years.  More
recently, she has been a director in
the NHS with responsibility for Child and Adolescent Mental
Health Services and Learning Disability Services in both Sussex
and Berkshire. Hazel has been employed by local authorities,
the NHS and higher education, in addition to teaching at the
university.  She is particularly interested in working across
agency boundaries and developing professional training. She is
in practice as an independent social worker involved in
assessing families applying for foster care and special
guardianship orders.

Chris Smethurst teaches in the
Department of Childhood, Social
Work and Social Care at the
University of Chichester. He
originally trained as a social
worker, with a background in
adults, mental health, youth work
and learning disabilities. Chris
delivers training to social workers,
social care workers and managers on the themes of resilience,
emotional intelligence, emotion work and risk.

To book your place or for further information
• Email us: chsw@chi.ac.uk.
• Call us: 01243 816389
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